
The new school year 
has meant a change in 
roles for our staff ï and 
some additions to the 
Playroom team as well.  
Kelly Bishop heads up 
the new team in her 
role as Lead Early Years 
Practitioner, with Kerry 
Smith as her deputy.  
Hayley Badman will be 
taking on the role of 
Special Educational 
Needs Co Ordinator as 
well as continuing her 
Family Work.  

Bonnie Ellis and Ros 
Hatherill have joined 
the team for the Rising 
Three sessions.  

This year is the first 
time the Centre has 
been able to appoint an 
apprentice.  Heather 
B r o c k  j o i n s  o u r 
playroom team whilst 
completing her training.  
The staff at the Centre 
are always very pleased 
to welcome students as 
they train and this is a 
fantastic opportunity to 
learn óon the job.ô  
Apprenticeships are a 
valuable way to harness 
fresh new talent and 
train potential future 
employees who have up 
to date practical skills. 
Apprenticeships are 
particularly valuable in 
difficult economic times,   

equipping hard working 
and enthusiastic young 
people with necessary 
qualifications at no 
extra cost to the 
charity.  

In addition to Heather, 
we are able to support a 
number of students as 
they study for their NVQ 
level 2 and 3 this year 
as well as continuing to 
offer work experience 
placements.  

All Change!  

Recipe ðLeek and Potato Soup  

Ingredients:  

50g (2oz) butter  
4 leeks, sliced and 
washed  

1 onion, skinned and 
sliced  

1 litre (1 ¾ pints) 
vegetable stock  
2 potatoes, peeled and 
thinly sliced  
Salt  
Freshly ground pepper  
200ml (7 fl oz) cream  

Method:  
1.  Melt the butter in a large saucepan and sauté 

the sliced leeks and onion for about 10 
minute, until soft but not coloured.  

2.  Add the stock and potatoes.  Season, cover 

and cook until the vegetables are soft.  
3.  Puree the soup in a blender or rub it through 

a fine meshed sieve into a large bowl.  
4.  Stir in the cream, check the seasoning, 

adding salt and pepper if necessary before 
serving.  

 
This editionôs recipe is one of Kerryôs favourites.  
She has made it for the staff on more than one 

occasion during the winter months.  It is 
particularly delicious served warm with a roll.  
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Parent Partnership Service  
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/

pps   
Support for parents/carers of 
children who have special 
educational needs.  
pps@gloucestershire.gov.uk  
Tel:0800 158 3603  
 

The Key 
www.keywords.org.uk  

For children and young people 
w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n 
Gloucestershire and their 
families.  The Key is a 
customised information service 
for any family in the county 
with a disabled child or for you 
yourself if you are 19 or under 
and have any disability.   The 
Key can help you:  

¶ find out about the 
benefits and services 
you are entitled to  

¶ obtain information about 
e d u c a t i o n ,  l e i s u r e 
activities, equipment or 
support groups  

You do not have to be 
registered with The Key to 
obtain information and the 

service is free and strictly 
confidential.  
 

Talk about Autism 
www.talkaboutautism.org.uk   

An online community for 
parents and carers of children 
with autism.  

 

Bliss  

www.bliss.org.uk   

Information and support for 

families of premature and sick 

babies.  

Family Information Service 
(FIS)

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
fis   

Offers a wide range of 
i n fo rmat ion to  suppor t 
families, children and young 
people aged 0 -19 years of age 
(25 for young people with 
additional needs), including 
i n fo rm a t i o n  o n  O f s ted 
registered childcare providers 
in Gloucestershire.  The FIS 
can offer support with 
information and advice on...  

Åhow to find childcare  

Åchanging or starting school  

Åsupport for children with 
additional needs  

Åfamily support  

Åparenting  

Åmoney matters  

Ålocal activities and things to 
do after school/during the 
holidays  

Åfunded Nursery Education  

Ådetails of children's activities  

Åinclusion grant funding  

On 30 th  September 2011 we 
were the first UK setting to 
launch the music therapy 
group Sing & Grow.  The 
programme first came to the 
UK in 2010 after running 
successfully in Australia since 
2001.   

Through songs and musical 
games, the programme helps 
children develop a variety of 
important skills in a fun and 
engaging way.  Parents and 
carers work alongside their 
children exploring hands -on 
musical activities that assist 
children with development 
s k i l l s ,  s h a r e  p o s i t i v e 
experiences, and give parents 
practical ideas on relating to 
children through interactive 
play.  The programme will run 
for ten weeks in small groups 

facilitated by Daniel Thomas, a 
fully qualified music therapist, 
with Centre staff member 
Kerry Smith.   

Following the programme at 
the Centre, a further 20 
programmes are scheduled to 

take place across the country 
in 2012 with di fferent 
communi ty  based host 
organisations.  The Centre 
hopes to continue offering Sing 
& Grow sessions into the next 
year . 

Useful Websites  

Sing & Grow  
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Sing & Grow Sessions have run successfully in Australia for a decade.  

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/pps
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/pps
http://www.keywords.org.uk/
http://www.talkaboutautism.org.uk
http://www.bliss.org.uk
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/fis
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/fis



